
Teachers’ perceived positive impacts 
of children’s use of Facebook

Teachers’ perceived negative impacts
of children’s use of Facebook

• It’s distracting; Takes away from other activities, 
    can become an addiction; Children are spending 
    more time on computers than exploring the world
• Lots of time spent staring at a screen; Countless 
    hours spent on mind-numbing information

• Not aware of the risks
• Not being aware of privacy rights. 

1
• Connecting with long distance relatives or friends
• Communicating for school purposes 
• Gives shy children a way to reach out and make 
    friends

2• Essential to pick up technical skills for digital age
• Motivation to read and write

3
• Awareness of global news and issues
• 21st century learning

1Cyber-bullying

2

3 • Exposure to information without fact-checking 
    skills required to access its credibility
• Not just PG-18 content, but also things like 
    “15 best tips to have a hot body”

4 • Divulging personal information; No filter of 
    information
• Promiscuous photos
• Displaying to the world decisions children may 
    regret later on

5

6
• Vanity and narcissism
• Devalues the concept of a friend

Communication 
and social interaction

Developing technical skills

Accessing information

4
•Ability to express themselves through artistic 
   means (photography, poetry)

Self-expression

Wasted
time

Exposure to inappropriate content

Posting inappropriate content

Unaware of privacy issues

Superficiality
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Teachers’ reasons for addressing children’s use of SNS in schools

It is the school’s responsibility
• Because it is our job to help them become responsible citizens of the world
• The safety of our children should be our top priority; Teachers are meant to inform and 
     protect our kids; Teachers have the means and power to address it
• Teachers need to adapt their curriculum to what is relevant in their students’ lives

Technology and media
is a social reality
• It is important and it is the current reality
• We are living in a society where technology 
    is continuously expanding

Parents are not 
addressing it
• If it isn’t done at home then 
    it should be taught somewhere

1
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What information do you want children to be aware of in 
using Facebook (or other SNS)? 

            Privacy
• Nothing is private; Nothing is hidden; Keep
    your profile private
• Don’t put anything you wouldn’t show to 
    your grandmother; Everything you post can 
    and will be seen by someone you did not 
    intend 
• Nothing can be totally deleted; Once it’s 
    posted, you cannot un-post it

1
       Cyber-bullying
• Some people are there to hurt you and take advantage of you; 
    Predators exist; Bad guys are out there
• You are not safe just because you are behind a computer screen

2 

        Interacting with 
        strangers
• Don’t add friends unless you or your parents know the person 
    very well
• People are not always who they claim to be online (catfish); They 
    can pretend to be a kid your age, a boy, a girl, whatever will make 
    you trust them

          Don’t hurt     
          others with  
          your posts
• Don’t say anything you wouldn’t say to 
    someone’s face; Think about what you are 
    posting. Especially if it’s about someone else, 
    ask, would I want this done to me?
• Be aware that it is just words, therefore 
    people can interpret them in the tone/sense 
    that they want

          Don’t waste   
          time
• Allot a certain amount of time per day to be 
    on social media (30 min per day to minimize 
    overuse)
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